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Abstract  
In 2009 Belgium ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. In article 8, the Convention explicitly calls attention to media imagery 
on disability, because international research pointed out that disability is often 
marginalized, stigmatized and stereotyped in media representations. However, the 
way disability is being represented in Flanders, has almost never been studied before. 
Therefore, this research aims to measure how often, and in which manner, people 
with disabilities are represented during prime time television in Flanders. To study 
the manner in which disability appears on television, we looked into the television 
context (broadcasters, genres, formats, productions) of disability, the television roles 
of people with disabilities, and the way disability intersects with other identity 
categories on screen, like gender, age, ethnicity and sexuality. To measure these 
variables, we conducted a quantitative content analysis. By means of a constructed 
week in 2016, we gathered data from television programmes, broadcast between 
19h00 and 23h00 on the 3 generalist broadcasters in Flanders: Één, VTM and VIER. 
Results indicate that disability is still severely underrepresented on Flemish television. 
However, not only the quantity is problematic, the quality also remains limited. With 
only a few genres (such as television news and soaps) and a few roles (such as subject 
of a portrayal or expert by experience) that include people with disabilities, we still 
lack coincidental and multidimensional portrayals that tend to normalize disability. 
Moreover, the inquiry into intersectionality revealed that disability on television 
almost never intersects with other repressed identities concerning age, ethnicity, 
gender and sexuality, maintaining the construction of disability as ‘young’, ‘white’, 
‘male’ and ‘heterosexual’. We conclude by stating that the paradigm shift in attitudes 
and approaches to persons with disability – as described by the UN Convention – is 
not yet reflected in Flemish television representations. People with disabilities are 
still not portrayed equally as people without disabilities. Moreover the limited roles, 
genres, formats, etc. in which they appear, indicate that they still do not entirely belong 
on the little screen.   
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